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HOUSE BILL 2503

State of Washington 57th Legislature 2002 Regular Session
By Representatives Boldt and Casada

Read first time 01/18/2002. Referred to Committee on Judiciary.

AN ACT Relating to the conduct of lawyers; and amending RCW
2.48.210, 2.48.220, and 2.48.230.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 2.48.210 and 1921 c 126 s 12 are each amended to read
as follows:

(E before_bei it o law_in_thi
hall_tal | subseribe_the_follow he
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luere—or—malice—So—help—me—God))—The supreme court by rule shall

prescribe the form of oath of attorney for applicants for admission to
the state bar.

Sec. 2. RCW 2.48.220 and 1921 c 126 s 14 are each amended to read
as follows:

((
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shall prescribe rules of procedure governing the discipline, including

suspension or _disbarment, of members of the state bar.

Sec. 3. RCW 2.48.230 and 1921 c 126 s 15 are each amended to read
as follows:

((The—eode—of—ethics—of the—-American—Bar—Asseciation—shall- be the —————
supreme court shall establish from time to time and enforce rules of
professional conduct for the members of the bar of this state, but no
such rules of conduct shall prohibit any member from voluntarily
revealing information relating to the representation of a client to the
extent the lawyer reasonably believes necessary for any of the
following purposes:

(1) To warn that the client or a third person has made, and still
poses, a true and real threat to harm another person, whether or not
the threatened person has notice of the potential danger;

(2) To prevent the probable death or substantial bodily harm of any
person;

(3) To prevent the client from committing any crime;

(4) To prevent the client from committing a fraud that is
reasonably expected to result in substantial injury to the financial
interests or property of another and in furtherance of which the client
has used or is using the lawyer’'s services;

(5) To prevent, mitigate, or rectify substantial injury to the
financial interests or property of another that is reasonably expected
to result or has resulted from the client's commission of a crime or

p. 3 HB 2503



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e e e e R o o
© 00 N U~ WNRERO

fraud in furtherance of which the client has used the lawyer's

Services;
(6) To report, pursuant to chapter 26.44 RCW, evidence of

reasonable cause to believe that any child has suffered abuse or

neglect;
(7)_To report, pursuant to chapter 74.34 RCW, evidence of probable

cause to believe that any vulnerable adult has suffered abandonment,

abuse, financial exploitation, or neglect;
(8) To report to appropriate authorities or to others evidence that

any lawyer has committed misconduct that if known by the authorities

would reasonably be expected to result in the lawyer's suspension or

disbarment;
(9) To report to appropriate authorities or to others evidence that

any judicial officer has committed misconduct that if known by the

authorities would reasonably be expected to result in the judicial

officer's suspension or removal from judicial office;
(10) To report to appropriate authorities or to others evidence

that any elected official or executive state officer, as those terms

are defined in _chapter 42.17 RCW, has knowingly violated any law.

- END --
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